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TRIBUTE TO CLAUDINA
McCAMMACK

HON. TODD ROKITA

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 28, 2014

Mr. ROKITA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and salute a remarkable Hoosier,
Mrs. Claudina McCammack, who passed
away on April 18, 2014. | wish to express my
heartfelt gratitude and appreciation for her
friendship and service to our community, state,
and country.

Claudina was a dedicated Republican Pre-
cinct Committeewoman, county voter registra-
tion officer, and secretary to the Delaware
County Commissioners and U.S. Congress-
man David Dennis. Claudina also served on
the March of Dimes Board, the Muncie Hous-
ing Authority Board, and in many other com-
munity organizations.

Claudina was one of the first elected con-
vention delegates in Delaware County to fully
support my candidacy for Indiana Secretary of
State. Throughout my service, | received no
less than a dozen handwritten letters of en-
couragement, congratulations and recognition
from her. | frequently sought her wisdom, both
personally and professionally. More than any-
thing, she always helped me keep things in
perspective. She was a constant reminder to
me and others in public service, like Governor
Mike Pence, that we should draw on our faith
in God. In fact, such reliance was the only
way we could truly serve the people of Indi-
ana.

Known in Delaware County simply as
“Claudina”, she was a frequent stop when |
traveled to Muncie. My family always enjoyed
our visits with her, as recently as last Decem-
ber. | often ate, prayed, laughed and cried in
her home—all in one visit. In casual conversa-
tion at her home, Claudina would confide that
she paid for her neighbor’s roof, even though
she was a woman of modest means. She
would tell me how she assisted the elderly in
the community, even though she was 92 her-
self. Claudina personified selflessness and hu-
mility.

Mr. Speaker, you know | speak often here
of American Exceptionalism. | describe it in
terms of our unique history and how we are
blessed to have as a primary source of that
Exceptionalism our founding documents: The
Declaration of Independence and the Constitu-
tion, as amended by the Bill of Rights. What
| don’t do enough is provide examples of peo-
ple who embody American Exceptionalism.
Claudina, like many of her generation, was a
product and a shining example of what Ameri-
cans ought to be. | hope we never forget
Claudina’s unwavering commitment to our na-
tional heritage and responsibility to future gen-
erations. She would expect nothing less from
her community, her friends, and her country.
If, for no other reason, | can hear her say:
'God demands it of us.’

Claudina leaves her three children, seven
grandchildren, and fourteen great-grand-
children behind to remember her love and
kindness. She also leaves her extended Re-
publican family to celebrate her life and leg-
acy. She will be remembered and honored by
those who knew and loved her as a woman of
faith, conviction and compassion. Rest in
peace Claudina, and thank you for having
such a meaningful impact on my life.
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HONORING THE BRUDERHOF COM-
MUNITIES IN NEW YORK, PENN-
SYLVANIA, WEST VIRGINIA, AND
FLORIDA

HON. CHRISTOPHER P. GIBSON

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 28, 2014

Mr. GIBSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the Bruderhof communities in New
York, Pennsylvania, West Virginia, and Flor-
ida. This year marks the sixtieth anniversary of
the founding of Woodcrest, the first Bruderhof
community in the United States.

Founded in 1920 in Germany, the Bruderhof
is a Christian church community known for its
exemplary contributions in education, care for
the needy, excellence in business, and inter-
faith cooperation. Expelled from Germany by
the Nazi regime in 1937, Bruderhof members
initially found refuge in England and South
America before settling in 1954 in Rifton, New
York.

In celebration of this anniversary, it's my
honor to quote from Foundations of Our Faith
and Calling, the Bruderhof community’s con-
stitution:

Our life together is founded on Jesus, the
Christ and son of God. We desire to love him,
to follow him, to obey his commandments,
and to testify in word and deed to the com-
ing of his kingdom here on earth.

Our faith is grounded in the Bible, the au-
thoritative witness to the living Word of
God. Through the Holy Spirit, we seek to be
guided in all things by the New and Old Tes-
taments.

We hold to the teaching and example of the
early Christians and affirm the apostolic
rule of faith in the triune God as stated in
the Apostles’ and Nicene Creeds.

We stem from the Anabaptist tradition,
but feel akin to all who are pledged to full
discipleship of Jesus. We recognize his power
to work in all people, regardless of their
creed or walk of life.

Our calling is to Jesus, who calls all people
to himself. Jesus sums up the nature of his
kingdom in two great commandments: ‘‘Love
the Lord your God with all your heart, and
with all your soul, and with all your mind,
and with all your strength,” and ‘‘Love your
neighbor as yourself.”

Jesus asks us to live as citizens of his com-
ing kingdom. We must prove our love to him
in deeds, putting into practice his words in
the Gospels, especially the Sermon on the
Mount. His commands are practical: to for-
give unconditionally; to renounce all vio-
lence; to stay faithful in lifelong marriage;
to live free from wealth; to serve as the least
and lowest; and to give up all power over
others.

To live for the kingdom of God leads to
church community. God wants to gather a
people on earth who belong to his new cre-
ation. Such a people came into being in Jeru-
salem at the first Pentecost. As described in
Acts 2 and 4, the Holy Spirit descended on
the believers who had gathered after Jesus’
resurrection, and the first communal church
was born.

We are a fellowship of brothers and sisters,
both single and married, who are called by
Christ to follow him together in a common
life in the spirit of the first church in Jeru-
salem. Our vocation is a life of service to
God and humankind, freely giving our whole
working strength and all that we have and
are.

If asked whether we are the one true
church, we reply, ‘‘No’—we are merely ob-
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jects of God’s mercy like everybody else. But
if asked whether we experience the church as
a reality in our daily lives, then we must af-
firm that we do, through the grace of God.

We give all honor to God, knowing that our
life together is nothing unless it is filled
with his love and continually renewed by his
mercy.

———

RECOGNIZING THE NATIONAL DAY
OF PRAYER

HON. RICHARD B. NUGENT

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 28, 2014

Mr. NUGENT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the National Day of Prayer.

Since 1952, the first Thursday of May in this
great Nation has been dedicated to prayer. As
in years passed, on May 1, 2014, millions of
people of all faiths across the United States
will gather together and humbly bow their
heads asking God to bless our country. With
great pride | can say that many of my friends
and neighbors across Florida’s 11th Congres-
sional District will be joining me in participating
in this annual observance of prayer for our
Nation.

This day of prayer is reflective of the faith
our Founding Fathers had that the United
States of America would one day be a great
nation. These men with deep religious and
spiritual convictions built our country from the
ground up and our continued faith and prayer
will keep it moving forward.

Therefore, |, RICHARD B. NUGENT, Member
of Congress representing the Eleventh District
of Florida, do hereby recognize the district's
observance of the 63rd National Day of Pray-
er.

———

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 28, 2014

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was
$10,626,877,048,913.08.

Today, it is $17,437,874,260,412.18. We've
added $6,810,997,211,499.10 to our debt in 5
years. This is over $6.8 trillion in debt our Na-
tion, our economy, and our children could
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF INDEPEND-
ENCE MAYOR DON REIMAL FOR
HIS YEARS OF SERVICE

HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, April 28, 2014

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, | rise in rec-
ognition of Don Reimal, Mayor of Independ-
ence, Missouri. Mayor Reimal will be retiring
from office leaving a rich legacy of quiet deter-
mination that slowly and methodically lifted his
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